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order to demonstrate their importance, unduly cast in the
shade in their own opinion, by the larger and more striking
operations in Europe.1 The advance to Baghdad would not
only give these opportunities but would, as the Viceroy pointed
out to the Secretary of State for India, Mr. Austen Chamberlain
create an immense impression in the Middle East, especially
in Persia, Afghanistan, and on our frontier, and would
counteract the unfortunate impression in the Middle East
created by want of success in the Dardanelles. It would also
isolate German parties in Persia,2 probably produce a
pacifying effect in that country, and frustrate the German
plan of raising Afghanistan and the tribes, while the impres-
sion throughout Arabia would be striking. In India, the
effect would be undoubtedly good.3
The Chief of General Staff, India, on October 5th,
emphasized in addition, that the possession of Baghdad would
deprive the Turks of a well-equipped place of concentration;
place us in a good position to defeat them in detail as they
moved down the rivers from Asia Minor or Syria; deprive
the Turks of steamers, material and resources, and increase
our prestige.4
In the arguments put forward by the Government of India,
H.M, Government fully concurred.5 Indeed so convinced was
the War Cabinet by 'Nixon's attitude and by opportunities
within our grasp for a great success such as we have not yet
achieved in any quarter, and the political (and even military)
advantages which would follow from it throughout the East*,
*Cd. 8610, p. 131.
2 For German activities in Persia, Afghanistan and India in August and
September, 1915, see O.H, Vol. I, pp. 309 fF.
3 Telegram (Private) Lord Hardinge to Chamberlain, October 6th, 1915, cited
O.H., Vol. n, p. n; also, Letter, Viceroy to Chamberlain, October isth, 1915,
cited ibid., p. 21.
4 Appreciation, Sir Percy Lake, October 5th, 1915, cited ibid , pp. 9-10.
5 Letter (Private), Chamberlain to Hardinge, October 7th, cited ibid., p. 8;
Telegram S/S for India to Viceroy, October 6th, cited ibid., p. u; Interdepart-
mental Cornm. Report, October 16, cited ibid., p. 17.
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